
A More Light Presbyterian Congregation 

joyfully welcoming people from all walks 

of life, acknowledging the differences of 

race, ethnicity,  sexual orientation, gender 

identity, and disabilities. We celebrate all 

people as children of God.   

 January 23, 2022 
3rd Sunday after Epiphany 

 

Gathering for Worship  
reminds us of God’s Holy 
Breath that breathed us to life 
and is an occasion for us to 
share the love of God. 

Love makes the Impossible 
Possible: shirt by Seanese  
 
Call to worship: Meditations/
Progressive Congregations by 
Roger Lee Ray; p8 
 
Hymn 757: The text of the 
hymn is a poem and uses the 
term Lord when referring to 
Jesus the Christ. It is difficult to 
change the term “Lord” without 
affecting the poetry. Some of 
our language comes from 
European roots in the Middle 
Ages, when “king” and “lord” 
were common, and power was 
almost exclusively in the hands 
of men. When referring to God, 
we strive not to use the words 
“King” and “Lord”, because that 
would refer to  God as male. 
When referring to Jesus, we 
strive not to use “king” and 
“lord”, because it hints at a 
hierarchy that Jesus repudiated. 
Our English word “Lord” is not 
in the original scriptures 
because they were not written 
in English.“Lord” is a translation 
of the Hebrew word “Adonai” 
and the Greek word “Kurios.” 

God Calls Us to Gather 

Welcome and Announcements 

Prelude     Variations of “I Want Jesus to Walk with Me”    arr. Fred Offutt 

Call to Worship 

Liturgist: Letting go of all that is in the past, acknowledging that we have 
no control over the future,  

All: we bow in reflective meditation in this present moment, 
seeking to be at peace within ourselves, and with all 
others.  

Liturgist: Individually and collectively, we accept that we are moral actors 
in the flow of history, decision makers who shape the future. 

All: Accepting that inevitable fact, we seek truth about 
ourselves and the universe, that we may be agents for 
good.  

Liturgist: We live in a world where love is more possible.  Let us worship 
God!  

Hymn 757 Today We All Are Called to Be Disciples  
                (stanzas 1 & 2) 
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Journey of Reconciliation and Healing 

Call to Reconciliation 

Litany for Reconciliation  

Pastor: Though many adorn their sacred spaces with a cross and 
 our culture is full of jewelry and bumper sticker crosses 

All: we still shy away from any sincere self-sacrifice.  

Pastor: Apparently, we too easily give into fear of either substantive 
 persecution or even the discomfort of derision. 
All:  We seek the courage to be fully alive, and deeply 
 committed to meaningful service.  

Pastor:  Hear our spoken prayer, O God, and now our silent ones… 

                  Moment of Silence 

Sung Response 184                    Calm to the Waves 
        (sing twice) 
 Calm to the waves, Calm to the winds.  
 Jesus whispers, “Peace be still.”  
 Calm to our hearts. Fears at an end.  
 In stillness, hear his voice.  

Sharing the Peace of Christ  

 May the Peace of Christ be with you/And also with you 
   (Speak these words to one another) 

Hymn 757 Today We All Are Called to Be Disciples  
                (stanzas 3 & 4) 

Words of Reconciliation 

God’s Written and Spoken Word 

Prayer of Illumination 

Scripture Lesson                                      1 Corinthians 12: 12-14; 26,27 

The body is one, even though it has many parts; all the parts—many 
though they are—comprise a single body. And so it is with Christ. It was 
by one Spirit that all of us, whether we are Jews or Greeks, slaves or 
citizens, were baptized into one body.  
All of us have been given to drink of the one Spirit. And that Body is not 
one part; it is many.  
If one member suffers, all the members suffer with it; if one member is 
honored; all the members share its joy. You, then, are the body of Christ, 
and each of you is a member of it.  

Small Talk 

Anthem God Comes to Us as One Unknown     arr. John Ferguson 

Scripture Lesson                                                                 Luke 4: 14-21  

Jesus returned in the power of the Spirit to Galilee, and his reputation 
spread throughout the region. He was teaching in the Galilean 
synagogues, and all were loud in their praise. Jesus came to Nazareth, 
where he had been brought up. Entering the synagogue on the Sabbath, 
as was his habit, Jesus stood up to do the reading. When the book of the 
prophet Isaiah was handed him, he unrolled the scroll and found the 
passage where it was written: “The Spirit of our God is upon me: because 
the Most High has anointed me to bring Good News to those who are 
poor. 

 

 

 

Litany of Reconciliation: 

Meditations/Progressive 

Congregations by Roger Lee 

Ray; p27 

.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Prayer of Illumination: written 

by Laurann Caciopppo  

 

 

Scripture: The Inclusive Bible. 

Sheed & Ward. Kindle Edition. 

 

 

 

 

 

Small Talk—For all those 

young at heart we provide a 

small talk, a brief,  informal re-

telling of scripture, or 

explanation of worship or 

aspect of the faith journey. 



God has sent me to proclaim liberty to those held captive, recovery of 
sight to those who are blind, and release to those in prison—to proclaim 
the year of our God’s favor.” Rolling up the scroll, Jesus gave it back to the 
attendant and sat down. The eyes of all in the synagogue were fixed on 
him. Then he said to them, “Today, in your hearing, this scripture passage 
is fulfilled.” 

Sermon                  We All Are                       Rev. Dr. Wm. Blake Spencer  

Affirmation of Faith—The Brief Statement of Faith 

In life and in death we belong to God… the Holy One of Israel, whom 
alone we worship and serve. 

We trust in Jesus Christ, fully human, fully God. Jesus proclaimed 
the reign of God: preaching good news to the poor and release to the 
captives, teaching by word and deed and blessing the children, 
healing the sick and binding up the brokenhearted, eating with 
outcasts, forgiving sinners, and calling all to repent and believe the 
gospel. 

Responding to God’s Word 

Pastoral Prayer and the Prayer of Jesus 

Heavenly Parent, Holy and blessed is your true name.  
We pray for your reign of peace to come,  
we pray that your good will be done,  
let heaven and earth become one.  
Give us this day the bread we need,  
give it to those who have none.  
Let forgiveness flow like a river between us,  
from each one to each one.  
Lead us to holy innocence  
Beyond the evil of our days —  
Come swiftly… come.  
For yours is the power and the glory and the mercy:  
Forever your name is All in One. 

Hymn 306              Blest Be the Tie That Binds  
            (stanzas 1,3 & 4) 

Benediction 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Prayer of Jesus: by 

Parker Palmer  
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Hymn 306:  Written to 

express a pastor’s 

unwillingness to leave a 

beloved congregation, this 

hymn is frequently used as 

an expression of Christian 

fellowship, especially at the 

conclusion of Communion 

The tune is attributed to an 

influential Swiss musician 

and publisher.                

 

 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Notice of Annual Congregation Meeting 

A special meeting of the Congregation of Ocean Heights 
Presbyterian Church will be held on January 30, 2022 at 
11:00AM.  

The purpose of the meeting will be to present the 2022 budget, 
approve the terms of call for Pastor Spencer, and to elect a 
nominating committee. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 







Clerk of Session – Betsy Phillips 

Elder for Spirituality & Care – Alice Groome 

President of the Board of Trustees –   

  Barbara Bennet 

Director of Music – Bob Helsabeck 

Pianist – Heera Ghorashi 

Office Coordinator – Alison Walter 
   

2116 Ocean Heights Avenue 

Egg Harbor Township, NJ 08234 

phone 609.788.0271 

fax 609.788.0279 

www.ohchurch.org  

office@ohchurch.org  

Ministers: The Entire Congregation 

Pastor: Rev. Dr. Wm. Blake Spencer 

Sunday: 
10 00 am   Worship 
11:15 am   Adult Ed 

Tuesday:   
10:00 am  Heart & Soul in person or Zoom 

Wednesday:   
7:00 pm    Session meeting via Zoom 

Thursday:  
7:00 pm    Choir 

 

THIS WEEK 

Adult Education 
Two Steps into Ministry:  
Last class January 23

rd
 

The theme for the January Adult Ed is 
“What are we called to be /do as we 
consider Jesus’ first steps into ministry?”  
We again are approaching this question 
through the eyes of the campesino of 
Solentiname in Nicaragua. January 23

rd
 will 

be an experiential exploration of the call to 
ministry for each of us. 

Come and join us in the meeting room 
following worship to learn, grow and 
exchange experiences of faith. The 
sessions will be led by Alice Groome and 
Judy Kohatsu. 

  The Art Gallery is Open! 

We have started displaying art in the 
gallery again! Peg Smith is our first 
featured artist and her work is 
currently on display. Our next 
exhibitor will be Gene LoCastro and 
his work will be on display starting 
February 20th.  

If you know of an artist who would 
like to show their work, have them 
contact the office and we can put 
them on the schedule. 
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  mlp.org 

covnetpres.org 

We are a member 

Session 

Class of 2022 

Sharon Eaton 
Stephanie Bense 

Dianna Lease 
 

Class of 2023 

David Prescott 
Lorene Gilmam 

Barbara Bennett 
 

Class of 2024 
Art Farnum 

Betsy Phillips 
Carol Petters 

Earth Care Project 

I helped reduce my impact on our planet this week by doing these 

lifestyle changes: 

1) 

              

 

2)  

              

 

3) 

              

Sanctuary Flowers 

Last Sunday’s flowers were donated by Lorene 
Gilman in memory of her Father Bruce Gilman. 

Today’s flowers are donated by Camelia East in 
memory of her Mother Rosa Nieves. 


